[Transforming growth factor beta--a new type of inhibitor of proliferation of normal and tumor cells].
Based on literature data and on the results of the authors' investigation, the analysis of the transforming growth factor beta action as an inhibitor of proliferation of normal and tumor cells was carried out. The possible mechanisms of modulation of this action by other growth factors and by the cultivation conditions were considered. An attempt was made to determine the role of the transforming growth factor beta in the system of regulators of cell proliferation on the early stages of ontogenesis and during carcinogenesis.